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“The busy bee 
Has no time
For sorrow”

William Blake
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Thanksgiving Meal
November Meeting

Christmas Meal
December Meeting

BEE FUNNY

What do you call a bee that 
lives in America?  
(answer on last page)

NEXT MEETING

Speaker
Tennessee Bee Association

Food Theme
Thanksgiving Feast

Date
November 17, 2022
Treadway Fire Hall
189 Hwy 131
Treadway, TN 37881

NEWS and NOTES
The Cinch Valley Beekeepers Association met on 
October 20, 2022.  Officers were elected or renewed. 
The only change was The Secretary who is now Sherri 
Hudson. Please see the last page for a complete list of 
officers and their respective phone numbers. 

The meeting opened with a prayer lead by Jr. Snelson. 
He then read the minutes from the last meeting and 
gave the treasures report. There was conversation 
about organizing a few committees to help with the 
festivals, educational opportunities, and other activities.

We talked about how important it is to mentor new 
beekeepers and those who get grants from the club by 
making phone calls, encouragement to attend meeting 
and offering our help. This will help those with grants to 
keep up with their obligations to the club. 

Supper was served and interesting bee conversations 
could be heard buzzing around the room.

David Sans gave an informative talk about:
3 Things to Look For in Your Hives

brood – eggs, larva, capped brood
mites – treat or not
resources - honey (60 lbs.), pollen (bee bread)

Treatments
wax moths - Para moth, and Certan B402 both 

from Mann Lake, and moth crystals available from 
Amazon.

varroa mites -
with supers -

Hop Guard 3 available from Mann Lake 
(won’t kill under caps), 

Formic Acid available from Mann Lake, 
don’t use above 80* (if too hot or too cold it may 
sterilize the queen) low 50* use for 14 days spring and 
fall (respirator), 

Oxalic Acid available from Mann Lake 
(respirator)

cont.

https://tnbeekeepers.org/
https://tnbeekeepers.org/
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/feeds-medication/para-moth/
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/feeds-medication/certan/
https://www.amazon.com/Enoz-Crystals-Clothes-Carpet-Beetles/dp/B0773RX8WF/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=moth+crystals+for+bees&qid=1667267198&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIzLjAzIiwicXNhIjoiMi42NSIsInFzcCI6IjIuNzIifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-6
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/apiary-maintenance/medication-treatment/hopguard-3/?gclid=CjwKCAjw5P2aBhAlEiwAAdY7dJdkKrGWZfpHgwYHH5Ul9xQ9WzYGtHCFIN9esINbrFmTmtkZnyRJnRoC59EQAvD_BwE
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/feeds-medication/formic-pro/
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/feeds-medication/api-bioxal-oxalic-acid/


Video of the MONTH
Kuenzer Homesteading
My quick and easy method for dry feeding bees during the winter

varroa mites cont. -
without supers -

Apivar up to 99% kill
Apistan mites have built up resistance to 

this. Not recommended.
Apiguard up to 85-95% kill, day temp 60*-

100*, 14-day treatment and a second 14-day treatment 
right after, leave in until gel is gone.
All are available at Mann Lake.

He also suggested the following:
no sugar syrup during cold weather because the 

bees won’t have time to get rid of the moisture
reduce entrance
start feeding sugar bricks or dry sugar feeding in 

January

Hello Everyone,
I originally joined CVBA 20+ years 
ago when we first started the 
club. I returned my hives after 2 
years because I started teaching 
and no longer had time to care for 
them. I retired from teaching 3 
years ago and took up beekeeping 
again. 

I love taking care of honeybees 
and educating others of the 
importance of the little pollinators.

I have big shoes to fill with the 
retirement of Candy Halford who 
served as club secretary for many 
years. You will be missed Candy.

I am aware that the role of a 
secretary is a varied one and I 
pride myself on being flexible, and 
a fast learner.  

A few things I hope to do in the 
future are:
1.  Host a “bring a friend” meeting
2.  Reach out to former members
3.  Recruit ideas from members
4.  Create a newsletter with 

exciting new topics
5.  Encourage members to share 

our newsletter
6.  Manage an online presence with 

our website and Facebook

I look forward to serving as your 
club secretary.       

Sherri Hudson

A NOTE from the
SECRETARY

NEWS and NOTES cont.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRA5nFTinenmY_ag4yvJH-A
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/apivar-strips-12-pack/
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/feeds-medication/apistan-anti-varroa-mite-strip-100-pack/?gclid=CjwKCAjwh4ObBhAzEiwAHzZYU_Q_-jFJRHgRmFt92Ll_lf1c_UIYXFL0vFSxwp2Iib8vqrPDj-W-VxoCX_EQAvD_BwE
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/beekeeping/apiary-maintenance/medication-treatment/apiguard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q205PpUoJVY
https://clinchvalleybeekeepers.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/q205PpUoJVY?feature=oembed


CLUB DUES

Renewal Dues become payable 
January 1st of each year. 
Dues are not pro-rated.

Single membership $10 
Family (one vote per family) $15
Youth Single (No vote) $5

Please see the club Secretary 
to pay your dues at any meeting. 
Checks should be made payable 
to CVBA. Please let us know if 
any of your information has 
changed. You can mail checks to 
the address on the last page.

November
Not much to do this 
month. Hopefully, you have fed 
all hives so that they have 
sufficient stores to last until 
spring. Brood rearing and 
foraging activity will continue 
through this month – some 
pollen, but little if any nectar 
available. Brood production will 
pretty much be over by 
Thanksgiving. 

BEE CALENDAR BEE INSIGHTS

TELLING THE BEES: 
Folklore of Beekeeping
from: https://carolinahoneybees.com/telling-the-bees/

Bees are one of the most beloved insects on the 
planet. Even though they have the ability to sting, we 
still admire them. Beekeepers often love their hives of 
honeybees and come to think of them as family (or at 
least a major part of our lives). This is nothing new-as 
fellowship with bees dates back centuries. One of the 
most adorable customs is the act of “telling the bees” 
when someone has died.

ORIGINS of the CUSTOM
Long before, Diana Gabaldon chose the phrase as a title 
for one of her famous Outlander books – beekeepers 
worldwide were familiar with the process of telling the 
bees of a loss. The ritual dates back so many centuries 
that we don’t know for sure where it started. It is 
believed to have origins in Celtic mythology.

Celtic mythology is the folklore of various Celtic 
cultures such as the Irish, Welsh and Gauls. Their 
stories, and traditions sought to explain the natural 
world. 
Bees were considered to be a link between the human 
and spiritual world. The presence of a bee after a 
death was thought to be the human spirit (or soul) 
leaving the body. And, since the bees could communicate 
with those already passed on – this showing of respect 
allowed the loved one to know they are missed.
This custom came to the new world (along 
with honeybees) and was a popular practice in New 
England. As immortalized in a poem “Telling the Bees”,  
written by American poet John Greenleaf Whittier.
The United States and parts of Western Europe are 
where the practice is most common. This is no surprise 
given the wide variety of bee quotes and sayings that 
we enjoy. We like making them a part of our lives.

cont.

BEE STORE

T-shirts are available;

S, M, L, XL sizes - $10

XXL and larger sizes - $12

Hats - $8     

Cookbooks - $10

2023 Calendars - $5

Available at regular meetings.

https://carolinahoneybees.com/telling-the-bees/
https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/celtic-mythology-gods-goddesses
https://carolinahoneybees.com/black-honey-bee/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45491/telling-the-bees
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45491/telling-the-bees
https://carolinahoneybees.com/bee-quotes/


WHY the BEES WERE TOLD
There are some variations in the actual steps of telling 
the bees of an important event. It was normally related 
to news of a death in the beekeeper’s family. But other 
major events in the beekeeper’s life might be worthy 
of hive notification.

Weddings and Births
Bees were told about joyous occasions such as a 
wedding or birth. The newly married couple would be 
introduced to the bees to ensure the blessing of a 
happy marriage and good luck. Failure to do so might 
mean there would be a lot of strife and unhappiness in 
the relationship.

Death in the Family
While any death in the family was a tragedy, it was the 
death of a beekeeper that most commonly resulted in 
a need to tell the bees. The hives must know that their 
master was dead and be allowed to go into a period of 
mourning.
If the bees weren’t told of a death or family tragedy, 
they would not go into a period of mourning. This could 
result in the colony becoming sick or unhealthy and 
die. The bees might even abscond or leave the hive!
It is considered a superstition by some but failure to 
tell the bees of a death was believed to bring on bad 
luck. Even the human family (or new master (owner) of 
the hive) might suffer from harm or misfortune.

BEE INSIGHTS cont.

PUTTING the BEES INTO MOURNING
The actual steps involved in telling the bees varies a 
bit from one location (culture) to another. In his book,
“A Book about Bees”, Charles Fitzgerald Gambier 
Jenyns (available on Amazon), a British Victorian 
apiarist and rector, says the message should be 
delivered at midnight. Other regions place no 
stipulation on the time of the act. Upon the death of 
the beekeeper (usually a man), the widow (or servant) 
would visit the bee yard or apiary. The news must be 
delivered to each hive individually.                        

cont.

MENTORING

We encourage everyone to have 
a mentor, especially if you are 
new to beekeeping. If you need 
a mentor, please let Jr. Snelson 
or David Sams know at the 
next meeting and they will try 
to find one.

EDUCATION

CVBA encourages each person 
to further their education by 
reading books, checking out 
various websites, and watching 
the videos that are available on 
bees and beekeeping.

REMINDERS

Remember all apiaries must be 
registered with the State of 
TN. Forms are available at the 
meeting or they can be 
downloaded from the internet. 
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture
/businesses/bees/forms.html

https://carolinahoneybees.com/the-truth-about-dead-beehives-that-beekeepers-shouldnt-ignore/
https://carolinahoneybees.com/absconding-bees-why-bees-leave-the-hive/
https://www.amazon.com/Book-About-Bees-Principles-Beekeeping/dp/1112370900
https://carolinahoneybees.com/what-is-an-apiary/
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/businesses/bees/forms.html


BEE INSIGHTS cont.

PUTTING the BEES INTO MOURNING cont.

She would lightly knock 3 times on the hive to get the bees attention. ( I hope she 
stood behind the hive. Being dressed in black and knocking on a beehive is not the 
safest way to avoid bee sting.)
In some cases, simple songs were used to inform the colonies of the tragedy. Other 
times only words were spoken to declare the name of the departed.
Then, a shred of black cloth is draped over the top of the hive to put the bees into 
mourning. Black crepe (or black fabric) is often attached to the hives for a 
month. This also serves a sign to locals that the family was in mourning.

A MARK of RESPECT
Most 19th century commentators believed the tradition of telling the bees would die 
out. But they were wrong. This is still a commonly known practice in Britain, the United 
States, and other parts of the world.
Instead of a superstitious fear of bad luck, today the process is used as a sign of 
respect. This was recently documented in a British newspaper.
When Queen Elizabeth II died in September of 2022, the royal beekeeper was given 
the job of telling the bees of her passing.
After placing black ribbons tied into bows on the hive, he informed them that King 
Charles III was their new master.
Likewise, here in the United States is it common for local beekeeping associations to 
notify members upon the loss of a beekeeper. This happened to me recently when a 
precious gentlemen “Joe” passed on.

ARTWORK
of the MONTH

Charles Napier Hemy's 

painting The Widow (1895)

A widow and her son telling the 
bees of a death in the family
Telling the bees - Wikipedia

He was a wonderful person and a good beekeeper. Always a smile for everyone he met and 
kind to beginning beekeepers. So, I told my bees of his passing. Who knows, they might 
be able to pass on my
appreciation to him 
even now.

Written by 
Master Beekeeper, 
Charlotte Anderson

https://carolinahoneybees.com/why-do-honey-bees-sting/
https://carolinahoneybees.com/beekeeping-associations/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/The_Widow_by_Charles_Napier_Hemy.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Napier_Hemy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telling_the_bees
https://carolinahoneybees.com/first-steps-beekeeping/


BOOK 
of the MONTH

Honeybee: 
The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera
by: Candace Fleming – author

Eric Rohmann - illustrator

RECIPE of the MONTHPOEM
of the MONTH

APIARY 
of the MONTH

HONEY GLAZED TURKEY

from: Honey-Glazed Turkey Recipe: How to Make It (tasteofhome.com)

Even during the holidays, 
my husband wouldn't eat 
turkey...until I tried this 
recipe. Now, he loves it! 
The sweet and spicy 
turkey glaze gives the bird 
a wonderful flavor. —Mary 
Smolka, Spring Grove, 
Illinois

TOTAL TIME 
Prep: 25 min.
Bake: 3¾ hours

YIELD
Servings: 20
Stuffing: 8 cups

INGREDIENTS
1 turkey (14 to 16 pounds)

GLAZE
1/2 cup honey
1/2 cup Dijon mustard
1-1/2 teaspoons dried rosemary, crushed
1 teaspoon onion powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper

STUFFING
1/2 cup butter, cubed
2 cups chopped onion
1-1/2 cups chopped celery
12 cups unseasoned stuffing cubes or dry bread cubes
1 tablespoon poultry seasoning
2 teaspoons chicken bouillon granules
1 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon dried rosemary, crushed
1 teaspoon lemon-pepper seasoning
3/4 teaspoon salt
3-1/4 to 3-3/4 cups boiling water

cont.

Excerpt from a poem by Isaac 
Watts, parodied by Lewis Caroll 
in Alice in Wonderland.

How doth the little busy bee
Improve each shining hour,
And gather honey all the day
From every shining flower!

How skillfully she builds her cell!
How neat she spreads the wax!
And labours hard to store it well
With the sweet food she makes.

This topic is for CVBA members 
to show off their apiaries. 
Submit a jpeg of your apiary 
with a short description and we 
will publish it here.

https://www.amazon.com/Honeybee-Busy-Life-Apis-Mellifera/dp/0823442853/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjwh4ObBhAzEiwAHzZYU3SEw61h2HDaFaPq6V17tQTTNlWdd2OLAQq2Qp_evt2Yww5hfz3_wRoCmJAQAvD_BwE&hvadid=526854001644&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9008788&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=8541077229133401217&hvtargid=kwd-1316050159144&hydadcr=22136_9764316&keywords=honeybee+the+busy+life+of+apis&qid=1667346430&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjAwIiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-1
Eric Rohmann
https://www.amazon.com/Honeybee-Busy-Life-Apis-Mellifera/dp/0823442853/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1667346629&refinements=p_27%3AEric+Rohmann&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Eric+Rohmann
https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/honey-glazed-turkey/


RECIPE of the MONTH cont.CVBA BOARD 
MEMBERS and 
OFFICERS

President
Lloyd “Jr” Snelson    

432-626-5538 
Cell 423-526-7742

Vice President
David Sams 

423-693-6846 
Board Members
Tim Andrews 

423-272-5492  
Bobbi Smith 

865-360-7373 
Secretary
Sherri Hudson 

423-921-3140
Treasurer
Lynda Eskola 

423-733-2017

CVBA ADDRESSES

CVBA President

Lloyd “Jr.” Snelson

PO Box 736

Sneedville, TN 37869 

CVBA Secretary

Sherri Hudson

PO Box 736

Sneedville, TN  37869

BEE INSPECTORS
for CVBA MEMBORS

Claiborne County

Lloyd “Junior” Snelson 

423-626-5538

Debbie Clayton 

865-310-2421 

Bill Clayton 

423-626-8786

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 325°. Place turkey on a rack in a 
shallow roasting pan, breast side up. Tuck wings under 
turkey; tie drumsticks together. Bake for 2 hours.

2. In a small bowl, mix glaze ingredients; brush over 
turkey. Bake 1-3/4 to 2-1/4 hours longer or until a 
thermometer inserted in thickest part of thigh reads 
170°-175°. Baste occasionally with pan drippings. 
(Cover loosely with foil if turkey browns too quickly.)

3. For stuffing, in a Dutch oven, heat butter over 
medium-high heat. Add onion and celery; cook and stir 
until tender. Add stuffing cubes and seasonings; toss to 
combine. Stir in enough boiling water to reach desired 
moistness; transfer to a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. 
Bake, covered, for 1 hour. Uncover and bake until lightly 
browned, 10-15 minutes longer.

4. Remove turkey from oven; cover loosely with foil and 
let stand 15 minutes before carving. If desired, skim 
fat and thicken pan drippings for gravy. Serve with 
turkey and stuffing.

ANSWER to
BEE FUNNY

A USB!


